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Mobile collections underway
Safely dispose of your household hazardous chemicals

Again this year, the Lake Michigan
Districts Household Hazardous Waste
Mobile Collection Program will be accepting lawn and garden chemicals, automotive
fluids, oil-based paint and related products,
and mercury-containing items, such as fluorescent tubes and bulbs and thermostats, for
proper disposal.
Here in LaPorte County, our first collection for the year was held on Saturday,
March 29 in Michigan City. The remaining
collections will be held as follows:
• Saturday, April 26, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.,
LaPorte County Fair Grounds, 2581 W.
State Road 2, LaPorte
• Saturday, June 21, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.,
LaPorte County Fair Grounds, 2581 W.
State Road 2, LaPorte
• Friday, July 18, 1 to 6 p.m., Michigan
City, Kabelin Ace Hardware,
Marquette Mall

• Saturday, August 2, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.,
Michigan City, Kabelin Ace Hardware,
Marquette Mall
• Saturday, September 27, 9 a.m. to 2
p.m., LaPorte County Fair Grounds,
2581 W. State Road 2, LaPorte
• Saturday, October 25, 9 a.m. to

For more information, call 219-3261425 or 1-800-483-7700. Or, visit our
website, www.solidwastedistrict.com, and
click on “Household Hazardous Waste.”

What can I deliver to the Mobile Household Hazardous Waste collections?

Aerosols
Automotive supplies
Antifreeze
Oils and other fluids
Batteries
Automotive
Household

Corrosives
Expired medications
Mercury-containing products
Fluorescent tubes
Thermometers with silver bulbs

Thermostats
Other mercury-containing items
Paint and related products
Oil-based paint*
Thinners
Solvents

Pesticides
Fungicides
Herbicides
Insecticides
Other poisons
ALL Sharps
Needles

Syringes
Lancets
Waste fuels
Diesel
Gasoline
Kerosene
Other flammable liquids

* Bring oil-based paint ONLY to the mobile collections! NO latex paint is accepted at these events! Remove lids from latex paint cans;
add a cup of cheap, CLAY cat litter; allow to dry and harden; and dispose of with your regular garbage (leave lids OFF of cans).

Turner
Talks
Trash
from the Executive
Director’s Desk

Around here we start our copy for our spring issue of “One Man’s Trash...” very early.
It’s hard to think spring when it’s 11 degrees outside and freezing snow is piled outside
my window. On the bright side, this chilly weather is great for our firewood sales at the
Compost Facility. Firewood, all cut and ready for sale, is available to our residents.
Imagine a warm fire fueled by logs that might otherwise have been landfilled.
The County Highway Department crew is working hard to clean out our public
access site on Zigler Road to ready it for your spring yard cleanup. I hope everyone has
the opportunity to use the Zigler Road site for small loads and our Compost Facility for
large loads.
We are also formulating plans to be more visible at many local festivals throughout
2008. If you see us as you are using one of our recycling containers at these events,
please take the time to stop and tell us how we are doing. We do loan out plastic recycling containers for special events. Call us at 1-800-483-7700 or 219-326-0014 for additional information.
We are also working hard to reformulate our education programs. Should you need a
speaker for any upcoming events, just phone us and we will do our best to send one of
our “smiling faces” to assist you.
I hope spring brings a renewal of all your wishes.

Clay

2 p.m., LaPorte County Fair Grounds,
2581 W. State Road 2, LaPorte

Thought for today — 75% of what people throw away in the trash could be recycled!

Free drop-off for yard waste at District site

The Yard Waste Drop-off is for residents
only. It is not open for business or industry.
Location — North end of Zigler Road
(runs along the east side of the LaPorte
County Fairgrounds), just past the grandstands on the west side
Site Hours — Daylight hours, 7 days a
week
Accepted Material — Leaves (whole or
shredded), chipped wood, clean lumber (no
nails), grass clippings, yard trimmings and
brush, branches up to 6 feet long and 12
inches in diameter, pine needles and pine
cones, corn stalks, bark, and sod with no
more than 4 inches of dirt
Preparation of Material — Special kraft
paper leaf bags, which may be purchased at
local grocery and hardware stores, may be
used. If material is transported to the site in
plastic bags, THE PLASTIC BAGS MUST
BE EMPTIED, AND THE PLASTIC
BAGS TAKEN HOME WITH YOU.
Plastic bags do NOT decompose.
Unloading — Residents bringing items to
the site must provide their own labor for
unloading.

Prohibited Materials — Construction
debris, rubble, wooden skids, wire, nails,
rope or twine, glass, metal objects, plastics
(any type, including plastic trash bags and
Styrofoam), treated or painted wood, plywood, particle board, or other non-organic
materials may NOT be disposed of at the
site nor mixed with acceptable materials.

Final Destination of Materials — All yard
waste is transported to the Solid Waste
District Compost Facility located on the
grounds of Westfield Correctional Facility
to be turned into compost. For information
about purchasing this compost, visit
www.solidwastedistrict.com.

Large Loads — Large loads are not
accepted at this non-staffed facility. If you
have a large load (a pickup truck full or
more), please deliver your yard waste to the
Solid Waste District Compost Facility at the
Indiana Department of Corrections Facility
in Westville. For directions or other information about dropping material at this facility, call our office at 1-800-483-7700 or
219-326-0014.

Have your recycling bin at the curb, where it is
clearly visible to the driver, by 6 a.m. Trouble getting
up that early? Set it out the night before!

The FREE recycling bin provided to you by the District is
the driver’s marker to stop and pick up recycling at your
curb. If you have more recyclables than will fit into your
bin, you may use additional plastic containers (30-gallon
maximum) with RECYCLING clearly marked on the side or
front (we offer free stickers for your extra bins).
Remember—NO RED/BLUE BIN, NO PICKUP! So, fill
your FREE recycling bin first and be sure to set all of your
recycling at the curb on your recycling day! Please remember, containers on wheels are
usually too heavy for the driver to empty. Be considerate!
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Tire and White Goods
Recycling Days
E-cycling now available
all year long

FREE E-cycling is now more convenient and available year-round to
LaPorte County residents! You can
now drop off computers, monitors,
electric typewriters, printers, fax
machines, copiers, stereos, televisions,
VCRs, DVD players, telephones, laptops, cell phones, adding machines, zip
drives, palm pilots, keyboards, mice,
hard drives (erased, please), calculators, scanners, electronic games,
microwaves, power supplies, battery
backups, etc.

We are accepting these items on
Monday through Friday from 7:30
a.m. to 3 p.m. at 1027 Hitchcock
Road, Michigan City. To get to this
facility, take Highway 20 West, past
Marquette Mall (Michigan City) to
Hitchcock Road, and turn right. Cross
Earl Road and continue on Hitchcock
Road for approximately a quarter of a
mile. Turn left at the first open gate,
directly past the white water tower.
You’ll see our signs, so there should
be no confusion.
This sited is monitored on a daily
basis and is for the convenience of
LaPorte County residents only.
Businesses, industries, and
schools cannot utilize this drop-off
because of limited space in the gaylords and trailers. However, businesses, industries, non-profits, institutions, and schools can drop off electronics at ICRI, 1824 W. 35th Avenue,
Gary. For more information, call ICRI
at 219-887-7000. If you tell them your
load is from LaPorte County, it’s all
still FREE.

We want your suggestions,
questions and comments!

We are also available to speak to your club
or organization about solid waste, waste
reduction, recycling and composting.
Solid Waste District of
LaPorte County
2354 North U.S. Highway 35
LaPorte, IN 46350
(219) 326-0014
(800) 483-7700
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Residents will be able to
drop off tires and white
goods (large appliances)
for recycling on Saturday,
May 24 at the LaPorte
County Fair Grounds from
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Gates close
at 2 p.m. and rules are
strictly enforced.
To help offset the
costs of recycling these
items, some fees do apply.
For details about the fees,
please visit our website,

www.solidwastedistrict.com, or
call our office at 1-800-4837700 or 219-326-0014.
No large tire loads will be
accepted until a count has been
completed and the charge is
applied.
This drop-off event is for
residents ONLY. No businesses
or industries may drop off items.
There will be another Tire
and White Goods Collection on
Saturday, October 18.

CLIP & SAVE

Drop-Off Recycling

Inkjet cartridges, cell phones, and batteries are all recyclable. However, they
don’t belong in your curbside bin!
Please drop them off at one of these
locations:

Start
grasscycling
this spring

Ahhh...springtime—sunshine, fresh air,
the smell of new-mown grass. Speaking
of new-mown grass, now is a great time
to think about grasscycling your lawn
clippings this year. Grasscycling, which is
also called mulching, means letting your
grass clippings drop onto the lawn when
you mow, rather than picking them up
with the grass catcher or bagger. These
grass clippings can provide your lawn
with moisture, as well as nitrogen, which
is a food that your lawn needs.
If you own a mulching mower, the
mower is designed to chop the grass
blades into tiny pieces and then drop
them onto the mown grass. If you don’t
have a mulching mower, you can simply
remove the bag attachment from the
mower and insert the “chute cover” (a
safety device that covers the hole where
the bag is normally attached). A regular
mower may not chop the grass blades
quite as small, so you might have to mow
slightly more often.

Inkjet Cartridges and
Cell Phones

Proceeds benefit Leadership LaPorte
County
Flash Pro Techsperts, 2424 Franklin
Street, Michigan City
LaPorte County Public Library, 7981 E.
State Road 4, Fish Lake
LaPorte County
Public Library,
1 E. Michigan
Street, Rolling
Prairie
Michigan City
Central
Services,
1801
Kentucky Street,
Michigan City
Michigan City Chamber of Commerce,
200 E. Michigan Boulevard,
Michigan City
Trans-Apparel Group/Andy, 5000 S.
Ohio Street, Michigan City
Wal-Mart, 4301 S. Franklin Street,
Michigan City

Inkjet Cartridges,
Cell Phones, and
Household Batteries

Solid Waste District of
LaPorte County, 2354
N. U.S. Highway 35,
Suite #6, LaPorte
LaPorte Co. Health Dept.,
4th Floor County
Complex, LaPorte
LaPorte Co. Health Dept.,
802 W. 8th Street,
Michigan City
Michigan City Park Dept.,
Six on the Lake,
Michigan City
Michigan City – City Hall, 100 E.
Michigan, Michigan City

Household Batteries

Amoco J-Mart, 10300 U.S. Highway 30,
Wanatah
Amoco J-Mart, 2913 South U.S.
Highway 421, Westville

LaPorte Herald-Argus, 701 State Street,
LaPorte
Kabelin Hardware, 512 Andrew
Avenue and 605 E. Lincolnway
Avenue, LaPorte
Kabelin Hardware, 432 St. John Road,
Michigan City
Kingsford Heights Community
Building, 515 Wayland Road,
Kingsford Heights
Krueger Middle School, 2001
Springland Avenue, Michigan City
LaPorte County Court House, 813
Lincolnway, LaPorte
LaPorte County Health Department,
802 W. 8th Street, Michigan City
LaPorte County Soil & Water District,
100 Legacy Plaza, LaPorte
Markay Enterprises, 304 “J” Street,
LaPorte
Michigan City Port Authority, 200
Heisman Harbor, Michigan City
Michigan City Park Department, Senior
Center, Two on the Lake, Michigan
City
Michigan City Sanitation District, 1100
E. 8th Street, Michigan City
Michigan City Water Department, 719
Grand Avenue, Michigan City
Purdue Cooperative Extension (4-H),
2358 North U.S. Highway 35, LaPorte
Purdue North Central, Schwarz Hall,
Rooms 18 and 73, and Technical
Building, Room 141, Westville
Radio Shack, 311 “J” Street, LaPorte
Sears, 3901 S. Franklin Street,
Michigan City
Solid Waste District of LaPorte County,
2354 N. U.S. Highway 35, Suite #6,
LaPorte
Tracy United Methodist Church, 1702
East U.S. Highway 6, LaPorte
Trail Creek Marina, 1 East Michigan
Boulevard, Michigan City
Wal-Mart, 333 Boyd Boulevard,
LaPorte

Grasscycling is easier if you trim off
no more than the top one-third of your
grass on each mowing. If the grass is
growing quickly, you may have to mow
more than once a week. However, the
small clippings will quickly begin to rot
before the next mowing. Chopping off
more than one-third of the grass blade is
hard on the plants and leaves behind long
clippings that take longer to break down.
In addition to providing moisture and
nitrogen to your lawn and reducing your
use of trash bags, grasscycling will also
save time. If your lawn takes an hour to
mow when you stop and bag the grass, it
should only take about 40 minutes to
mow when you grasscycle. Wouldn’t you
rather spend that extra time doing something other than pushing the mower?
If you would like more information
about grasscycling, contact us.

