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More than 200 residents joined us to celebrate 
Earth Day 2010 at our office. When the staff 
decided to plan an open house for the 40th 
anniversary of Earth Day, they had no idea there 
would be such a tremendous response from 
the public. Residents brought in batteries, cell 
phones, ink jet cartridges, and many other items 
for recycling. Those who brought in five plastic 
bags to recycle received a reusable shopping 
bag. At the end of the day, there were three 
96-gallon toters stuffed with plastic bags. Those 
in attendance also had the chance to sign up for 
our prize drawings; picked up special giveaways; 

were treated to cookies, cake, and punch; 
and received answers to all of their recycling 
questions. 

Prize winners were:
•	 South Shore Poster: Tobi Bednarski
•	 Rain Barrels: Mary Ann Engle and Chandra 

Michaels
•	 Bird House: Bea Rollins
•	 Environmental Gift Bag: Tom Wilcox
•	 Compost and Mulch: Duane Arndt

The District’s first Earth Day celebration 
was a great accomplishment! There will most 
certainly be an Earth Day event again next year!

What an Earth Day!

by Pauletta Schuster

I had the experience of traveling the recycling 
pickup route on Tuesday, March 30 with Ernie 
Lopez, Route Supervisor 
for Able Disposal. 
During my day on the 
route, I was reminded 
of some very important 
recycling guidelines:
1.	 The toter must be 

curbside at 6 a.m. to 
ensure pickup. The 
recycling route may 
change and be picked 
up at a different 
time than it has been picked up 
previously.

2.	 There must be a 5' clearance for 
the truck to pick up the blue toter. 
If the toter is too close to a pole, 
mailbox, or 
sign, the arms 
on the truck 
are unable 
to pick it up 
automatically.

3.	 Boxes need to 
be broken down 
and placed 
inside the toter 
or next to it. 
Boxes need to 
be in pieces less 
than 2' square so that they 
don’t get stuck inside the 
toter as it is emptied.

4.	 Only put acceptable 
recyclables into the toter 
(see list at right). If there 
is something that is not 

acceptable, the toter will not be emptied.
5.	 Place your plastic bags in another bag and 

tie it shut to prevent bags from blowing out 
during pickup. 

6.	 Items that do not fit in the container must be 
clearly marked RECYCLING. The blue toter 
must still be out. The toter is a “flag” for the 
driver to stop.

7.	 Additional containers must not exceed a 
20-gallon capacity.

By following these guidelines, you help the 
drivers and are ensured proper pickup, as well as 

saving time for the driver and 
District staff.

On the day I spent on the 
route, I also learned a lot about 
the drivers. The drivers get 
six weeks of training on all of 
the different trucks, have two 
weeks of intensive training on 
driving the trucks, and then 
follow up with two weeks of 
training on the routes. All but 
one of the drivers have been 

with the program since it started in LaPorte 
County. These drivers know their equipment, our 
recycling program, and our county. Help them 
out by doing your part!

Reminder: If you are missed, please call the 
District office within 24 hours.
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The Solid Waste District has a lot of unsung heroes and hidden gems in the programs that we 
offer. One of the gems is our electronics recycling trailers. We are lucky to be able to offer this 
service to our residents at two locations in our county. The first, located at 1027 Hitchcock Street 
in Michigan City, is hosted by the Michigan City Refuse Department. The second, at 1805 W. 
Fifth Street in LaPorte, is hosted by the LaPorte County Highway Department. These are a couple 
of our hidden gems!

The program, which is available to residents free of charge, allows you to safely dispose of 
any electronic item you might have in your home. We will make sure that it is properly recycled. 
We just ask that you follow a few simple rules:

•	 Don’t remove anything from the trailer.
•	 Only electronics should be placed in the trailer.
•	 Always place your item in the empty shipping crates farthest back in the trailer.
•	 Never leave anything outside of the gates.

These rules must be followed so that we can maintain this program at minimal cost to the 
District. Keeping our costs in line is very important to the District’s budget. 

In 2009, we collected 241,940 pounds of electronics. That is a tremendous amount of 
electronics that will be kept out of our landfills. This program is for residents, but businesses can 
go to our website or call our office for information on this service.

The unsung heroes of this program are Jim Kintzele and his crew at the Michigan City 
Refuse Department, Bob Young and his crew at the LaPorte County Highway Department, and, 
of course, you, our residents, who make all of our programs a huge success. Give yourselves a 
congratulatory pat on the back!

Clay
Between 1997 and 2007, nearly 500 million computers 
became obsolete!

LaPorte County Commissioner and Solid 
Waste District Board Member Barb Huston

Drivers on the Road
Turner Talks Trash
from the Executive Director’s Desk

Recycle these materials!
•	 Glass – juice, pop, soda, and water bottles; beer and wine bottles; and 

food jars 
•	 Metal Cans – tin food cans and aluminum beverage cans 
•	 Paper – newspapers, any inserts, tabloids, or small flyers that originally 

came with the paper; catalogs; phone books; magazines; cardboard boxes 
in sizes of no more than 2' square; stationery and copy paper; and cereal 
boxes

•	 Plastic – All plastic with the recycle symbol on it, #1 through #7 

Do NOT put the following materials into the recycling toter: liquids, food 
waste, fabrics, wood, and scrap metal (except for cans). 

Tom

Shane

Greg

Bob Will
Pauletta and Ernie 
finishing the route



Page 4	 Summer 2010

Did you just host a party? Do you have an 
overflow of recyclables? Use the public 
recycling drop-off sites. We ask that you 
use and fill your blue toters first and add a 
second recycling box if you regularly have 
more than will fit into your cart. However, if 
you have a one-time or short-term overflow, 
use the drop-off sites listed below. 

At the drop-off sites, you can recycle 

Public sites handle extra recycling

Household Hazardous Waste
Mobile Collections
Saturday, July 31, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., 
LaPorte County Fairgrounds, 2581 West 
State Road 2

Saturday, September 25, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., 
Michigan City, Kabelin Ace Hardware, 
Marquette Mall

Saturday, October 9, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., 
LaPorte County Fairgrounds, 2581 West 
State Road 2

vvv

Tire and Appliance Collection
Saturday, October 2, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., 
LaPorte County Fairgrounds, 2581 West 
State Road 2

vvv

We are now on Facebook!
If you have a Facebook account, add us 
to your “Likes” (previously known as 
“Fan Pages”). You’ll find us by searching 
for “LaPorte County Solid Waste 
District.” Add us to your “Like” list and 
you’ll get regular updates from us in 
your News Feed. 

vvv

Swap N’ Switch
We are planning a swap event September 
16-18 for toys, games, and children’s 
books. Residents will be able to bring 
in an item and swap it for another item 
of choice. This program will be free. 
The times and details will be announced 
soon. Watch for updates on this event on 
our website, in the newspaper, and in our 
next newsletter.

Recycling Schedule
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3

I J
4 5 6 7 8 9 10

A B C D E
11 12 13 14 15 16 17

F G H I J
18 19 20 21 22 23 24

A B C D E
25 26 27 28 29 30 31

F G H I J

July

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

A B C D E
8 9 10 11 12 13 14

F G H I J
15 16 17 18 19 20 21

A B C D E
22 23 24 25 26 27 28

F G H I J
29 30 31

A B

August

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4

C D E
5 6 7 8 9 10 11

Holiday         
No 
Recycling

F G H I J
12 13 14 15 16 17 18

A B C D E
19 20 21 22 23 24 25

F G H I J
26 27 28 29 30

A B C D

September

Legend:

Where listed below, Township 
means outside of City Limits.
A	 City of LaPorte – South of Hwy 

2 AND West of Hwy 4
B	 City of LaPorte – North of Hwy 

2 OR East of Hwy 4; Kankakee 
Township

C	 Cass Township; Dewey 
Township; Hanna Township, 
Prairie Township	

D	 Clinton Township; Noble 
Township; Scipio Township; 
Town of Wanatah

E	 Johnson Township; Lincoln 
Township; Pleasant Township; 
Union Township; Washington 
Township	

F 	 Michigan City – West of 
Karwick Road; Trail Creek; 
Sheridan Beach; Pottawattamie 
Park

G	 Michigan City – East of Karwick 
Road; Springfield Township; 
Long Beach; Michiana Shores; 
Shoreland Hills

H	 Coolspring Township; New 
Durham Township

I	 Center Township
J	 Galena Township; Hudson 

Township; Wills Township

Special Instructions:
Toters must be out by 6 a.m.!
Additional containers must be 
clearly marked RECYCLING.

If you are missed, please 
leave toter out and call our of-
fice within 24 hours.

Please contain plastic bags to 
prevent blowing and littering.

If you move, please leave 
your recycling toter, because a 
serial number is assigned to that 
address.

We want your suggestions,  
questions and comments!

We are also available to speak to your club 
or organization about solid waste, waste 

reduction, recycling and composting.
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See you  at 
the Fair!

Remember to RECYCLE during your fun 
day at the LaPorte County Fair, which will 
be held from July 18 to July 24. Do the 
right thing to keep our air, water, and soil 
healthier. We will once again help you with 
this process to protect the environment 
by providing several recycling drop-off 
locations at the fair. There will be a recy-
cling dumpster between the Salem Chapel 
Methodist Church and the Door Village 
Methodist Church Buildings. There will 
also be a small recycling dumpster in front 
of the Community Building. In addition to 
the dumpsters, we will have our recycling 
stands and toters available at various loca-
tions throughout the fairgrounds. These are 
available to the vendors, the campers, the 
4-H participants, and all fairgoers. Have 
lots of fun, eat lots of good food, enjoy 
seeing lots of people, and RECYCLE! 

the same items that are acceptable in your 
blue toter. This includes paper, cardboard 
(broken down), glass bottles, metal food 
and beverage cans, Styrofoam, and all plas-
tic items marked #1-#7. 

At the sites, contamination is a serious 
problem. Please do NOT place unaccept-
able items into the bins. We do NOT accept 
window glass, light bulbs, mirrors, chemi-

cal cans, aerosols, paints, scrap metal, toys, 
rubber products, fabrics, furniture, tires, 
wood, or yard waste. Please help us con-
tinue to offer these drop-off sites by keeping 
the bins clear of unacceptable items.

These are the locations of the public 
drop-off sites:
Laporte

•	 Pulaski Street (off Brighton Street), by 

Recycle at 
festivals and 
other events!
Did you know that we loan out our 
recycling stands for festivals and 
community events? If you are interested in 
borrowing these stands and containers for a 
local event, here are the guidelines:

•	 The District requires a minimum 24-
hour notice prior to pickup of recycling 
stands and containers.

•	 You must provide a contact name and 
number when you check out the stands. 

•	 Your group is responsible for pickup 
and return of the stands.

•	 You must recycle what you collect. 
Recyclables can be mixed with your 
household recyclables in the blue toters 
or dropped off at the public recycling 
drop-off sites (see article on this page).

Call us at (219) 326-0014 or (800) 483-
7700 for more information.

the railroad tracks, in Unitek’s back 
parking lot

•	 Sagamore Professional Center, off 
Monroe Street/Highway 4

•	 LaPorte Highway Barn, Hanna/High-
way 30 and 400 West

Others
•	 Marquette Mall parking lot, behind 

Sears, Michigan City
•	 Kingsbury Fish & Wildlife, Hupp 

Road, Kingsbury	


